
SPRING MEETING • May 2, 2014
Innovative Approaches to Periodontal Dilemmas

New York Marriott Marquis Hotel • 1535 Broadway, New York, NY

The Northeastern Society of Periodontists contin-
ues its tradition of presenting scientific speakers 
of the highest caliber worldwide on topics most 

pertinent to our membership. Now in our 55th year of 
following this tradition, our spring 2014 meeting theme 
is Innovative Approaches to Periodontal Dilemmas. 
To that end, our Program Chairman Dr. Frank Celenza, 
in collaboration with NESP President Dr. Mitchell Bloom 
and our CE committee, have engaged speakers who are 
experts in their respective areas and promise to share with 
us stimulating and provocative information. The meeting 
will be diverse, touching upon areas that are innovative, 
at times controversial, and brought to us by leaders. 
 The day will commence with registration and ex-
hibits from 8:00-8:45 a.m. Formal lectures will begin at 
8:45 a.m., 15 minutes earlier than at past meetings. Our 
first speaker, Dr. I. Steven Brown from Philadelphia, will 
present The Future of Lasers in Periodontal Therapy: 
Science, Hype, or Snake Oil?  

I. Stephen Brown Lewis Cummings Giorgio Tabanella Ole Jensen

The Northeastern Society of Periodontists, Inc. is an ADA CERP recognized provider.
ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals 

in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not 
approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of 
credit hours by boards of dentistry. Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may 

be directed to the providers or to ADA CERP at www.ada.org/goto/cerp.PROVIDER CODE 05397-58
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8:00-8:30 a.m. NESP Board of Governors’ Meeting
8:00-8:45 a.m. Registration and Exhibits
8:45-9:45 a.m. Dr. I. Stephen Brown
  The Future of Lasers in Periodontal Therapy: 
  Science, Hype, or Snake Oil?
9:45-10:45 a.m. Dr. Lewis Cummings
  The Application of Resorbable  Bone Plates   
  for Hard Tissue Ridge Augmentation
10:45-11:15 a.m. Coffee Break and Visit with Our Exhibitors
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Dr. Giorgio Tabanella
  Advanced Tissue Management in Esthetic 
  Areas with a Reduced Periodontium
12:15-1:15 p.m.   Lunch Program
  Scopp Fellowship Award – Dr. Jay Fishbein 
1:15-1:30 p.m. Tannenbaum Memorial Award
  Dr. Emanuele Clozza
  Periodontal Management of a Patient    
  Undergoing Liver Transplantation
1:30-4:00 p.m. Dr. Ole Jensen
  Solving the Esthetic Zone Disaster 
      Implant Case 
  Alveolar Split Grafts Vs.Titanium    
     Mesh Grafts Using BMP-2/ACS
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 At 9:45 a.m. Dr. Lewis Cummings from Kingwood, 
Texas, will present  The Application of Resorbable 
Bone Plates for Hard Tissue Ridge Augmentation.” 
Dr. Cummings has been touring extensively with this 
material and illustrating the use of the Sonicweld system 
as an augmentation material. A coffee break is scheduled 
from 10:45-11:15 a.m., during which we encourage at-
tendees to visit the exhibit hall and meet with vendors 
displaying their wares, as well as to socialize with col-
leagues and enjoy the camaraderie of our society.  Imme-
diately following the break, Dr. Giorgio Tabanella from 
Rome, Italy will present Advanced Tissue Management 
in Esthetic Areas with a Reduced Periodontium. Dr. 
Tabanella has been active in his home country promoting 
meetings and presenting his information. His lecture 
is illustrative of clinical techniques and outcomes, and 
promises to be of great interest to us all. 
 Lunch will be served from 12:15-1:15 p.m. Attendees 
are again encouraged to use free time to peruse the ex-
hibit hall and enjoy a social hour while dining. Following 
lunch, a special award will be presented to Dr. Emanuele 
Clozza of the New York University Department of Peri-
odontics. NESP is delighted to introduce Dr. Clozza as 
the inaugural recipient of the Paul Tannenbaum Award 
for his work on The Periodontal Management of 
a Patient Undergoing Liver Transplantation. 
We are especially enthusiastic to initiate this new aspect 
of our program and hope to make the presentation of 
this award an annual tradition, not only as a highlight 
for young periodontists but for our entire membership 
as well. The recipient will be granted 15 minutes to 
present his material, and will be given a $1,000 prize 
for winning the award, for which multiple entries were 
received and judged.
 Our final speaker of the day will be Dr. Ole Jensen, 
from Greenwood Village, Colorado. We have granted Dr. 
Jensen an extended time slot to present his innovative 
and published material dealing with Solving the Esthetic 
Zone Disaster Implant Case, which will segue into 
Alveolar Split Grafts Versus Titanium Mesh Grafts Us-
ing BMP-2/ACS. The afternoon promises to be especially 
interesting and should end around 4:00 p.m.

I. STEVEN BROWN, D.D.S., will present The Future 
of Lasers in Periodontal Therapy: Science, Hype, 
or Snake Oil. Substantial controversy continues to 
surround the use of lasers in periodontal therapy. The 
results of recent research studies suggest that lasers 
provide a viable alternative to traditional periodontal 
surgery. Properly applied, lasers produce less bleeding, 
swelling, and discomfort. They treat the cause of peri-
odontal disease rather than the effects by specifically 

targeting identifiable periodontal pathogens. Regen-
eration of periodontal tissues is the gold standard by 
which we measure treatment effectiveness. Evidence is 
emerging that lasers provide an enhanced method for 
achieving this elusive goal while eliminating many of 
the negative sequelae  associated with conventional 
pocket elimination surgery. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this presentation, participants will 
learn:
• numerous examples of exceptionally favorable   

clinical outcomes;
•  how lasers are used to effectively treat periodon-

tal disease;
•  the differences between the many lasers being 

used in dentistry and how they differ from each 
other. Are they all created equal?

•  how laser periodontal treatment differs from 
traditional pocket elimination surgery;

•  about LANAP and what evidence exists to support 
this treatment modality;

•  if this method of treatment is a “flash in the pan” 
or if it represents the dawn of a new future, solidly 
based on biology and physics.

 Dr. Brown is a graduate of Temple University School 
of Dentistry and earned his specialty certification in 
periodontics and adult orthodontics at the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine. He was 
the first dentist in the U.S. to acquire this rare double 
specialty. He is a Diplomate of the American Board of 
Periodontology and The International Congress of Oral 
Implantologists; and is a Fellow of The American and 
International Colleges of Dentists and The Academy of 
Osseointegration. He is also a Fellow of The College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, which was founded in 1787 
and is the oldest professional medical organization 
in the country. It is indeed an unusual achievement 
for a dentist to be honored by this prestigious society. 
Dr. Brown serves as professor of periodontics at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine, 
professor of periodontology and oral implantology at 
Temple University School of Dentistry, and director of 
the Dental Implant Center at Albert Einstein Medical 
Center. He recently was selected as an examiner for the 
American Board of Periodontology.

LEWIS CUMMINGS, D.D.S., M.S., will present The Ap-
plication of Resorbable Bone Plates for Hard Tissue 
Ridge Augmentation. Successful oral rehabilitation 
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with dental implants often requires the regeneration 
of alveolar bone. Traditionally, titanium mesh has been 
utilized for its rigidity and biocompatibility. The Sonic-
weld system of resorbable fixation devices allows the 
surgeon dimensional space maintenance without the 
need for subsequent removal following graft maturation.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this presentation, participants 
should be able to:
•  understand the background and development of the 

Sonicweld Rx system for oral applications;
•  learn about the clinical use of resorbable fixation 

devices and rigid membranes for implant site devel-
opment, which will be discussed and demonstrated; 

•  appreciate the advantages of the resorbable rigid 
membrane system over traditional titanium re-
enforced systems.

 Dr. Cummings, a Houston native, graduated from 
dental school at The University of Texas Health Science 
Center in San Antonio. He continued his education 
with a residency in periodontics at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center in Lincoln, where he earned 
a Masters of Science in Oral Biology. Throughout his 
residency, Dr. Cummings received advanced training 
in dental implants, hard tissue grafting, and oral plastic 
surgery. While in Lincoln, Dr. Cummings began research 
in tissue engineering and now lectures internationally 
in this field. In conjunction with lecturing, Dr. Cum-
mings teaches advanced surgical courses on hard and 
soft tissue regenerative techniques for oral rehabilitation 
utilizing both dental implants and natural teeth.  Cur-
rently, he maintains a progressive periodontal practice 
in Kingwood, Texas, treating traditional periodontal 
disease with a special emphasis on minimally invasive 
techniques for oral rehabilitation and dental implant 
therapy. He holds associate clinical professor positions 
with both the University of Texas Dental School at Hous-
ton and the University of Nebraska Medical Center in 
Lincoln, teaching soft tissue graft and dental implant 
surgical techniques in the postgraduate programs. He 
is also an instructor at the Center for Advanced Dental 
Education in Dallas, Texas, the Rocky Mountain Dental 
Institute in Denver, Colorado, and the American Insti-
tute of Implant Dentistry in Washington, DC, teaching 
advanced periodontal plastic surgery and dental implant 
procedures to dentists from around the world.

DR. GIORGIO TABANELLA will present Advanced Tis-
sue Management in Esthetic Areas with a Reduced 
Periodontium. Periodontal tissue destruction related 

to periodontitis, occlusal and orthodontic trauma, bio-
logic width violation, mucogingival deformities, and 
iatrogenic dentistry may lead to multiple tooth loss. The 
amount of tissue manipulation required post-extraction 
varies among each periodontal case and is multifactorial 
in the decision algorithm. Aspects such as periodontal 
biotype, level of gingival tissues, and the nature of the 
underlying osseous architecture surrounding the fail-
ing tooth will influence the clinical decision-making 
to achieve optimal “biomimetic” results. The decision 
whether implant treatment should be performed is ide-
ally driven by updated evidence-based information, but 
also by educational background, periodontist’s clinical 
experience, access to technology, patient and site risk 
assessment, predictors of disease, economic aspects, 
probabilities, and uncertainties of treatment outcome 
as well as long-term stability of the results. Furthermore, 
the maintenance and management of complications may 
persuade clinicians to follow a conservative periodontal 
treatment option whether or not a more sophisticated 
or definitive way of treating patients with endosseous 
dental implants exists: diagnosis will lead clinicians to 
the correct way of treating patients. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this presentation, participants 
should be able to:
•  understand the decision algorithm for the amount of 

tissue manipulation; 
•  assess patient and site risk; 
•  evaluate the potential for tissue regeneration of teeth 

with a reduced periodontium;
•  define the amount of tissue regeneration with a surgi-

cal smile design;
•  learn the clinical outcome of a novel resorbable mem-

brane.

 Dr. Tabanella is a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Periodontology. He graduated from the University of 
Southern California at Los Angeles, where he obtained 
a Certificate in Periodontology as well as a Masters of 
Science in Craniofacial Biology. He was awarded “Out-
standing Periodontal Graduate Student Research in 
Surgery and Implantology” by the California Society of 
Periodontists for his study on bone remodeling. He is 
the scientific coordinator for the International Implant 
Conference, and a reviewer and author of original ar-
ticles published in peer-reviewed journals such as the 
International Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Im-
plants, Journal of American Dental Association, Jour-
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nal of Inflammation, World Journal of Stomatology, 
and Clinical Implant Dentistry and Related Research. 
Dr. Tabanella lectures in Europe as well as in the U.S. on 
implant and periodontal surgery esthetics, peri-implant 
bone remodeling, and soft and hard tissue reconstruc-
tion. His research focuses on tissue regeneration and 
augmentation as well as peri-implantitis. He maintains 
a private practice limited to periodontology and recon-
structive and implant surgery in Rome, Italy. 

DR. OLE JENSEN, D.D.S., M.S., will present both Solv-
ing the Esthetic Zone Disaster Implant Case and 
Alveolar Split Grafts Versus Titanium Mesh Grafts 
Using BMP-2/ACS. With regard to the former, there are 
several factors to address when there is gross soft and 
hard tissue deficiency in the maxillary esthetic zone. 
When an anterior maxillary segment gets classified into a 
“disaster” category, the etiology is sometimes iatrogenic 
because of previous surgical intervention. This may 
include repeated apicoectomies, failed implants, and 
trauma repair cicatrix or tumor ablation. These lesions 
may extend to adjacent teeth causing bone loss neces-
sitating loss of additional teeth. Sometimes a single im-
plant failure can lead to the loss of adjacent teeth. From 
both the patient’s and practitioner’s point of view this 
may be considered a “disaster.” Chronic periodontitis of 
the anterior dentition with marked horizontal bone loss 
necessitating multiple adjacent dental extractions may 
also cause osseous and soft tissue lesions impossible 
to repair using standard GBR methods. These lesions, 
from whatever cause, are combined defects – that is to 
say, having both horizontal and vertical bone absence. 
A treatment model of care for these types of cases must 
address how best salvage treatment can be accomplished 
in order to recover missing hard and soft tissue. Treat-
ment models for surgical management are still being 
modified on a frequent basis, suggesting that care for 
these type of lesions is still more art than established 
science. A current model for augmentation of vertical 
defects in the anterior maxilla is as follows:

GBR/Connective tissue grafts: 1-4mm vertical defect
Sandwich osteotomy interposional grafts: 5-9mm verti-
cal defect
Alveolar distraction osteogenesis: 10-14mm vertical defect
BMP-2/ACS/Allograft/Titanium Mesh grafts: 15mm + 
vertical defect

[The strength of this unpublished model is that each 
of these methods has a high success rate when used 
within the somewhat modest limits prescribed by the 
classification.] 

The second facet of this presentation is Alveolar 
Split Grafts Versus Titanium Mesh Grafts Using 
BMP-2/ACS. Alveolar width deficiency can be treated 
in a number of ways without significant complication, 
such as by GBR or block bone grafting. The use of the 
alveolar split, either the hinged book flap or the island 
osteoperiosteal flap (i-flap), has also been used success-
fully with BMP-2/ACS/Allograft. Split grafts have some 
advantages over the most commonly-used approaches. 
When alveolar width is highly compromised, perhaps 
including buccal and lingual wall deficiency, the use of 
titanium mesh with BMP-2 may be appropriate. This 
approach may be especially important to use when 
recovering a lost implant site that has lost a lot of bone 
or has compromised remaining bone.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this presentation, participants 
should be able to understand:
•  the use of BMP-2/Allograft; 
•  the use of ostetoperiosteal flaps;
•  the use of rapid prototype shells;
•  how to reconstruct grossly failed sites.

Dr. Jensen graduated from the University of Utah in 
1972 with a BS in biology, following which he attended 
Northwestern University where he received a D.D.S. in 
1976 and an American Academy of Pathology Award. In 
1980 he received an M.S. from the University of Michi-
gan. He interned in anesthesiology at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital and completed a residency in oral 
and maxillofacial surgery at the University of Michigan, 
receiving certification in 1980. He is a Diplomate of 
the American Board, Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery and 
a Fellow of the American Dental Society of Anesthesiol-
ogy.  He is a visiting professor at the Hebrew University 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, and is 
in private practice in Greenwood Village, Colorado. ■

Disclaimer:
This program is offered as an educational course only. The opinions and 
techniques offered today should be combined with additional educational 
experiences before considering them in your practice. Attendance at this 
program does not reflect specialty status, advanced training, specific skills 
or educational status.

ADA CERP Requirements
All speakers in this CE program have signed a document 
that states whether or not they have a financial relation-
ship with any of our exhibitors. Any such a relationship 
with a commercial entity will be denoted in our publica-
tion under the description of their presentation.

Program Description (continued from page 3)



At the October 2013 meeting of the Northeastern 
Society of Periodontists, NESP honored Dr. Barry Wa-

genberg with the Hirschfeld Award. The Isador Hirschfeld 
Memorial Medal was established to honor the memory of 
our member the late 
Dr. Isador Hirshfeld 
for his outstanding 
contributions to the 
art and science of peri-
odontics. The award 
is made to an active 
member of the AAP 
and is based on the 
following criteria: contributions to the advancement of 
periodontology through dental research; contributions 
to the advancement of periodontology through dental 
education; contributions to periodontal literature; and 
outstanding service to the society. 
To this end, Dr. Wagenberg:
•  has been teaching actively since his graduation from 

dental school in 1971;
•  gave his first presentation before the annual session 

of the AAP in 1977; he has presented over 20 times to 
the AAP annual sessions and specialty conferences.

•  has given over 100 educational presentations interna-
tionally on the topics of treatment planning periodon-

tics and prosthetics, orthodontic-related periodontics, 
surgical crown lengthening, implants, and treatment 
planning without implants;

•  has presented 1- to 1.5-day courses to: U.S. Air Force 
three times (periodontic graduate students, prosth-
odontic graduate students, and general dentists); two 
times to the U. S. Naval Program (periodontic graduate 
students and prosthodontic graduate students); Stony 
Brook, Loma Linda, Tufts and Nova; Massachusetts 
Periodontal Society, full-day course; and has, since 
1976, presented continually to GPR residents at Beth 
Israel Hospital with 25 hours of lectures on periodon-
tal disease and treatment planning.  Since 2001 Dr. 
Wagenberg has presented the same material to the 
periodontal residents at NYU.

•  has, since 1982, served as director of periodontics 
and dental education of Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center (12 GPR residents);

•  has published more than 30 articles in peer-
reviewed journals, and has contributed several 
textbook chapters.

       Dr. Wagenberg maintains a full-time private practice in 
periodontics (1974-present) in Roselle Park, New Jersey. 
     NESP extends its congratulations to Dr. Wagenberg in 
receiving the Hirschfeld Award, along with its heartfelt 
thanks for his continued service to our profession. ■
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2013 Hirschfeld Award

Jay Fishbein

2014 Scopp Fellowship Award

Dr. Jay Fishbein is the recipi-
ent of the 2014 Scopp Fel-

lowship Award.
 Dr. Fishbein received his dental 
degree from the University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Dental Medicine and 
his Certificate in Periodontology from 
Temple University School of Dentistry. 
He is a Diplomate of the American 
Board of Periodontology. Dr. Fishbein 
maintains a full-time practice in periodontics and implants 
in Bellmore, New York. He serves as an attending at Nas-
sau University Medical Center. He has lectured on topics 
related to periodontics, implants, and bone regeneration. 
 Dr. Fishbein began his involvement with the NESP 
as the website editor in 1998, a position he still holds 
today. He served on the Board of Directors from 2001 
to 2007. Dr. Fishbein became an officer in the society in 
2008. He served as president of the NESP in 2012. That 
year, Dr. Fishbein and his program chair, Dr. Giorgio 
DiVincenzo, navigated a successful fall meeting despite 
the challenges they incurred due to Super Storm Sandy, 
which had occurred only days earlier. As president of 
the NESP in 2012, he formed a committee to develop 

a competition to honor a dear colleague and dedicated 
member of the NESP board, Dr. Paul Tannenbaum.  He 
asked his friend and former instructor, Dr. Bob Schoor, 
to lead the committee.  Shortly thereafter, a framework 
for the competition was created. With the tragic passing 
of Dr. Schoor, it was an honor for Dr. Fishbein to become 
a co-chair of the very successful Dr. Paul Tannenbaum 
Memorial Competition. At most meetings Dr. Fishbein 
is on the meeting floor by 7:00 am, assisting with setup 
for the program as well as for the exhibition area. Dr. 
Fishbein established and administers the NESP Facebook 
page, where he invites you to “like” us. 
 About the Scopp Award: Dr. Irwin Scopp was an NESP 
founding committee member, director of dental medicine 
and the periodontal certificate program at the Manhattan 
Veterans Hospital, and an NYU faculty member. It was 
his enormous contribution of decades-long maintenance 
of membership and financial records that gave NESP its 
continuity and solvency. Dr. Scopp’s contribution and 
commitment to NESP were recognized by granting him 
fellowship upon his retirement, and the establishment 
of the Scopp Fellowship Award to recognize others who 
have distinguished themselves by outstanding service to 
the society and to periodontics. ■
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2013 Fall Meeting



programs have companies “donat-
ing” products and equipment or 
selling it to the programs for very 
little profit, if any at all.  This on one 
hand benefits the schools because 
they get these essentials at mini-
mal to no cost; on the other hand, 
corporations benefit because they 
know which “implant” or “dental 
chair” graduates will probably pur-
chase. What concerns me about this 
practice is that graduates may believe this is the “best” 
product or equipment or instrument on the market; 
otherwise “why would I be trained on it?”
 One of the reasons I started attending NESP meet-
ings was because in my program, like in many of yours, I 
was brought to NESP by my periodontal program direc-
tor. Mike Salkin always told us to attend the meetings, 
and I did. Recently I conducted an informal survey with 
some of our members to discover why it was still impor-
tant for them to attend NESP meetings. The question was 
simply, “Tell me the top three reasons you like going to 
the NESP meeting.” The top three reasons are: 1) “I go 
to NESP to meet with my colleagues. It’s a wonderful 
social event where I can also bounce periodontal sci-
ence and practice ideas off other periodontists who are 
dealing with similar situations;” 2) “To learn something 
new from top speakers in the field of periodontology 
and implant dentistry;” and 3) “To get CE credits.” (I 
was pleasantly surprised that our luncheon made it into 
the top five reasons our members attend, and I’m glad 
members are enjoying the meal!)
 It’s interesting that these were also the reasons I still 
attend the meetings. I agree there are many other meet-
ings close by that members could attend, but few if any 
of these meetings can compete with NESP in terms of 
education. Friendships that members tell me they have 
made and maintained all these years also are unrivaled 
by any other meeting.  

Sometimes the “best” products, equipment, instru-
ments, and education are first experienced in our dental 
programs, and sometimes they’re not. NESP is one of 
the best resources for learning and products, and again 
I must thank my mentor and friend Mike Salkin for in-
troducing me to NESP. I will always miss him. (Editor’s 
note: Dr. “Mike” Leslie Salkin, winner of the NESP 2012 
Hirschfeld Award,  passed away on October 15, 2013). ■
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Message from the Editor

Stuart Segelnick

School Years and Their Lasting Effects

Twenty-two years ago when I began the advanced 
training program in periodontics at Temple Univer-

sity, periodontal training was different than it is today. At 
that time, Mike (Leslie) Salkin was the program director. 
Of course we all have stories of our training days, and if 
you want to trade stories at the next NESP meeting come 
right over because I’m eager to hear yours. I had just 
graduated from SUNY at Buffalo’s dental school where 
the education was rigid to say the least, though I have 
heard many good stories of how times have changed 
and students are much better off now than I was. So I 
was surprised when the faculty at my new periodontal 
graduate program told my class that we should address 
them by their first names. I vaguely remember being ad-
vised that after graduating dental school we all became 
doctors, which made us (faculty and graduate students) 
all now colleagues. Accordingly, it would only be fitting 
to call our professors by their first names. I never called 
any of my professors at Buffalo by their first names so 
it was very odd at first.
 In time, I started calling faculty by their first names 
even though it was awkward. Yet I could not get myself 
to call Dr. Salkin, the program director, by his first name. 
After about six months of referring to him as “Dr. Salkin,” 
he approached me. Dr. Salkin meant many things to me: 
he was my teacher, a father figure, someone who could 
always make me laugh, and above all else, my friend. 
I will always be eternally grateful to him for having ac-
cepted me into the program because if he hadn’t I would 
definitely not be enjoying the specialty of periodontics 
the way I do today. For anyone who knew Dr. Salkin 
well, you would also know he didn’t have much of a 
filter and tended to say what was on his mind. I will 
never forget how he pulled me to the side and literally 
cursed me out and threatened that he would drop me 
from the program if I did not refer to him as “Mike.” 
From that day forward I always called him Mike. To this 
day when I see my “old” teachers from the Temple peri-
odontal training program at the NESP or AAP meetings, 
it still feels like we are colleagues and friends. I found 
it was easier back then to learn from them when I felt a 
genuine friendship and camaraderie instead of a barrier 
or distance that a title can sometimes create.
 When you learn something in your periodontal 
program or dental school training, you tend to continue 
with what you’ve learned or utilized moving forward. 
That’s probably why many companies see this as an 
amazing opportunity to do business with dental school 
or graduate programs. Without naming them, I will let 
you think back to what you employed in dental school 
and what products and equipment you applied the 
first five years after you began practicing. Many dental 

Please visit our website at 
http://www.nesp.org 

and follow us on Facebook
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District VII Update
We hope that 2014 is off to a great start and that this 

email finds you well despite the recent cold spell 
and snowy days.
  The AAP Board of Trustees met on January 17-18, 2014.  
Highlights of the meeting are summarized below.

Relevance of AAP Members
 The Board of Trustees, led by facilitator Dave Fellers, 
identified priority actions pertaining to our organization 
and membership in four areas that were identified as 
highest priority through a pre-session survey of the board: 
Membership, Public Education, Education/Professional 
Development, and Governance. Survey questions and dis-
cussion were based on the content of two books pertaining 
to association management: Race to Relevance and Road 
to Relevance. Both focus on what associations can do to 
assure that programs and services, as well as organizational 
structure, are relevant to today’s members. It is critical 
for an organization of our size, with so many initiatives 
and issues pending, to prioritize and best utilize available 
resources for greatest impact and member benefit. The 
outcomes were informative and the board referred the 
recommendations to the strategic planning committee.
 

Awareness 
 The Board of Trustees approved the 2014 General 
Dentist Outreach Member-Focused Resources Plan and 
the 2014 General Dentist Outreach Communications Plan 
developed by Lanmark 360 and the Task Force for General 
Dentist Outreach. The AAP will continue to partner with 
Dimensions in Dental Hygiene and Inside Dentistry, 
as well as to submit bylined articles to general dentist 
publications.
 The AAP will host an event with thought leaders in 
the GP community, and with dental trade editors, at the 
2014 Chicago Midwinter Meeting. The Chicago Midwinter 
Meeting is one of the largest industry meetings.
 The Board of Trustees heard a report on the upcoming 
consumer public relations campaign. A formal contract 
was signed with Weber Shandwick public relations firm. 
The objectives of the public relations campaign are to:
• increase consumer awareness about periodontal dis-
ease and the importance of periodontal health; 
• generate widespread awareness of periodontists and 
their expertise; 
• motivate consumers to ask their oral health care pro-
vider about their periodontal health. 

Education
 The Board of Trustees approved a proposed program 
and speakers/moderators for the 2015 Spring Confer-
ence: Embracing Technology to Enhance Your Clinical 
Practice, to be held May 2-3, 2015 in Chicago. 

 The Board of Trustees also approved a recommen-
dation from the continuing education and oversight 
committee that the 2015 Dental Hygiene Symposium be 
planned and implemented by the AAP. The symposium 
will be held in conjunction with the annual meeting.
 The board approved a recommendation of the educa-
tion committee to approve posting a revised Periodontal 
Literature Review on the AAP website. 

 If you should have any questions, comments, or issues 
you would like brought up on your behalf please do not 
hesitate to contact your trustees. It is our honor to rep-
resent District VII and the interests of our members, and 
we thank you for allowing us to serve you, our specialty, 
and the Academy. ■

Sincerest regards,
Mitch Bloom (drmbloom@yahoo.com)

Richie Kahn (runperio@aol.com)
Bob Schifferle (res@buffalo.edu)

New Members
The NESP welcomes the 
following new member:

Dr. David Heering, Hamilton Square, New Jersey 
Dr. Min Kim, New York, New York 

Dr. Jeremy Nehleber, New York, New York 
Dr. Gian Schincaglia, Farmington, Connecticut 

Dr. Trevor Simmonds, South Orange, New Jersey
Dr. Graig Fischgrund, Livingston, New Jersey

Mark Your Calendar
NESP Meeting Dates

MAY 2, 2014
OCTOBER 24, 2014

APRIL 17, 2015
OCTOBER 30, 2015
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

On behalf of the officers and the board of directors, 
I welcome you to our 2014 program year. Our pro-

gram chair has developed two outstanding programs. 
Please visit our website www.nesp.org for details; also 
note we now have a Facebook page where you can fol-
low us.
 Please review our expanded program and note 
that the lectures will begin at 8:45 a.m., 15 minutes 
earlier than usual, in order to provide you with an 
excellent program. Please plan to arrive a little earlier 
than usual in order to sign in at the registration desk.
 Dues bills for 2014 were sent in December and this is 
a reminder to please pay those bills on receipt. Enclosed 
in that mailing was a request for you to provide us with 

your cell phone number and your 
email. This is a direct result of the 
Sandy Hurricane experience when we 
realized that we had no way to contact 
everyone in that kind of emergency. 
By providing us this information, a 
robo call and/or an email blast can 
go out for both emergencies and 
for meeting announcements. These 
numbers are internal and will not 
be released to anyone other than 
our central office. Please cooperate and help us run this 
organization efficiently. If you have not provided us these 
numbers please email me at executivedirector@nesp.org.
 Exhibitors are vital to our organization, and the rev-
enue provided by our exhibitors has enabled us to keep the 
same dues’ structure for over 10 years. Please support our 
exhibitors through purchases at the meeting, and thank 
them for their participation.

Looking forward to seeing you at the May 2, 2014 
meeting. ■

David Kratenstein

What a Generous Gift... 

I cannot imagine a single one of our members not 
having had at least one “special” teacher: a practical, 

insightful, experienced periodontist who helped you set 
your bar higher; someone about whom you are thankful 
for having in your life and who you often find yourself 
quoting many years later. Remember that thought and 
consider how truly special the generosity of such people 
was in helping you to become a better you.  
 Dental medicine is evolving exponentially faster, 
offering highly-sophisticated treatments and technolo-
gies. Along with this are the equally complex diagnostic 
skills needed to incorporate new modalities into daily 
patient care. Yet despite all the bells and whistles af-
forded by new gadgets, diagnosis remains the timeless 
cornerstone of proper patient care, and modeling of 
the doctor-patient relationship dynamic has never been 
more important. The latter relies on age-old humanistic 
elements acting to integrate with properly balancing the 
art with the science and, no less important, tempering 
it with empathy. Take a moment to consider how your 
mentors modeled and shared with you these timeless 
qualities and values, passing on the same traditions from 
their own mentors to yet another generation.  
 Despite the economic and political challenges to our 
specialty and the practice of periodontics, the need for 
periodontists has never been more obvious than now.  
Periodontal disease is more prevalent than previously 
believed, yet the percentage of patients receiving needed 

periodontal treatment remains low, 
even in light of so many systemic 
health implications. Budget issues, 
faculty shortages, and a desire 
among faculty to teach only at the 
postgraduate level are among the 
many challenges prohibiting our 
specialty from sufficiently filling 
the ranks with periodontist faculty 
members in pre-doctoral clinical programs. The trend 
among recently-opened dental schools is to operate with 
periodontal clinical education and patient care increas-
ingly more likely to be overseen by non-periodontist 
faculty. Without periodontists adding insight and value 
as members of the chair-side comprehensive care pre-
doctoral teaching team, the stage is being set for what 
will likely be the model with which the new graduate 
will be most familiar and will carry forward into practice, 
ultimately impacting the level of patient care.  
 I commend all of you who are involved in teaching 
and who give so generously of your time and knowl-
edge, but most importantly, for serving as role models, 
mentors and ambassadors in our specialty. For those of 
you not presently engaged in pre-doctoral teaching, I 
ask each of you to consider how you can get involved 
in such a setting and honor those beloved mentors who 
inspired your love of periodontics and advanced com-
munity dental care standards. ■

President’s Message

Mitchell Bloom

IF YOU INTEND TO DRIVE AND PARK AT THE 
MARRIOTT MARQUIS, PLEASE NOTE PARKING 
GARAGE WORK AT THE HOTEL MAY PROLONG 
RETRIEVAL OF CARS. ATTENDEES MAY WISH TO 
PARK AT OTHER NEARBY GARAGES.
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2014 Officers and Board
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