
SPRING MEETING • May 20, 2022
Periodontics, Implants and Lasers: Something for Everyone
New York Marriott Marquis Hotel • 1535 Broadway, New York, NY

We are pleased to present our Spring 2022 pro-
gram to the NESP membership, with the theme, 
Periodontics, Implants and Lasers: Some-

thing for Everyone. The program will feature the follow-
ing world-class speakers discussing topics that will engage 
our members in thoughtful conversation: Dr. Purnima 
Kumar will present Immunology and Dysbiosis: What 
You Should Know and Why; Dr. Steven Brisman will 
present Prosthodontics and Periodontics: Partners 
in Success; Dr. Philip Kang will present Myths and 
Reality of Lasers: An Unbiased Review of Different 
Wavelengths; and Dr. Jeff Ganeles will present Guided 
Surgery: All-on-Four.
 The registration desk and exhibit hall will be open 
starting at 8:00 a.m., and the NESP Board of Directors 
will meet from 8:00-8:30 a.m. The formal lectures will 
commence at 9:00 a.m. with a coffee break at 10:15 

 

Philip KangSteven Brisman Jeff Ganeles
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8:00–8:30 am NESP Board of Directors’ Meeting

8:00–9:00 am Registration and Exhibits
9:00–10:15 am Dr. Purnima Kumar
  Immunology and Dysbiosis: What You 
  Should Know and Why

10:15–10:45 am Visit with our Exhibitors / Coffee Break
10:45 am–12:00 pm Dr. Steven Brisman
  Prosthodontics and Periodontics: 
  Partners in Success
12:00–1:00 pm Lunch Program
  Honoring Dr. David Kratenstein for 32  
  Years of Service as The Executive Director  
  of the Northeastern Society of Periodontists
1:00–1:15 pm Tannenbaum/Schoor Memorial Award
  Dr. Yoonah Danskin
  Case Report
1:30–2:45 pm Dr. Philip Kang
  Myths and Reality of Lasers: An Unbiased  
  Review of Different Wavelengths
2:45–4:00 pm Dr. Jeff Ganeles
  Guided Surgery: All-On-Four
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a.m., affording members time to visit with our exhibi-
tors. At our 12:00 p.m. lunch, we will honor Dr. David 
I. Kratenstein for 32 years of service as NESP executive 
director, and at 1:00 p.m. Dr. Yoonah Danskin, winner 
of the Tannenbaum/Schoor Memorial Award, will pres-
ent a Case Report. The afternoon session will begin at 
1:30 p.m.
  The Northeastern Society of Periodontists is dedi-
cated to providing lectures about our practice on an 
accessible scale, and encourages a sense of camaraderie. 
The ability to network and maintain close relationships 
is key to our profession.
 Many thanks to our 2022 program chair Dr. Leonard 
Garfinkel. The NESP remains committed to be a primary 
resource for your continuing education.

DR. PURNIMA KUMAR will present Immunology and 
Dysbiosis: What You Should Know and Why. The 
mouth is not Vegas; what happens here does not stay 
here. It has been known for a very long time that patients 
with poor systemic health often have poor oral health. 
However, it is not always clear if this is because oral dis-
eases and certain systemic diseases share similar risk 
factors, or if there is a true connection. The mouth is 
the gateway to the body, and the bacteria that live here 
are the gatekeepers. They have co-evolved with humans, 
adapting not only to genotypic idiosyncrasies, but also 
to behavioral and lifestyle changes. Thus, the oral mi-
crobiome can act as a “canary in the coal mine,” form-
ing an early warning system for diseases that occur in 
distant parts of the body. Even more importantly, this 
microbial community is very responsive to the environ-
ment and, thus, is impacted by diseases and conditions 
that affect the body. This presentation will focus on the 
link between oral health and systemic health as well as 
the connections between periodontitis and systemic 
diseases, with a view to identifying common microbial 
targets for therapeutic intervention as well as idiosyn-
cratic features within this system.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
At the end of this course, clinicians will be able to un-
derstand that:
•	 maintaining	a	healthy	oral	microbiome	is	critical	to	

health;
•	 human	behaviors	and	systemic	disease	can	alter	the	

blueprint of a healthy community;
•	 dysbiosis	is	a	cause,	not	merely	a	consequence,	of	

oral disease;
•	 dysbiotic	microbiomes	can	act	as	a	“canary	in	the	

coal mine.”

 Dr. Kumar currently serves as tenured professor of 
periodontology and chair of the Oral Biology Graduate 
Program at The Ohio State University. She received her 
dental degree from Annamalai University in India, and 
her Masters in Periodontology and PhD in Molecular 
Microbiology from The Ohio State University. She is a 
Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology 
and a Fellow of The Hedwig van Ameringen Executive 
Leadership in Academic Medicine (ELAM) program. She 
is an active clinician, teacher, researcher, administrator, 
and mentor. Dr. Kumar is the principal investigator of 
Oral Microbial Ecology Laboratory at OSU that is funded 
through the NIH, NCI, and oral healthcare industry. 
She has authored over 100 papers and book chapters 
and serves as the co-editor of Clinical Advances in 
Periodontics, and as associate editor of the Journal of 
Periodontology, Nature Scientific Reports and Microbi-
ome. She is currently the co-PI of the institutional T32 
training grant. She has mentored several pre-dental, 
dental, master’s, doctoral and post-doctoral students, 
and junior faculty colleagues, and has served on several 
grant review panels for the NIH. She also serves as the 
chair of the Continuing Education Oversight Commit-
tee for the AAP and is a member of the AAP’s Taskforce 
for Women in Periodontics and the Taskforce for Future 
Science. She is a member of the Council of Scientific 
Affairs of the ADA and is their official spokesperson on 
e-cigarettes and vaping. Dr. Kumar has also served on 
various committees of IADR and is presently the vice-
president of the Periodontal Research Group.

DR. STEVEN BRISMAN will present Prosthodontics 
and Periodontics: Partners in Success. The perio-
prosthodontic journey from teeth to implants for tooth 
replacement often poses a complete set of other issues 
that we face. As we have now had the time to evaluate 
implants long term, we realize that maintenance issues 
arise	that	require	treatment	and,	at	times,	replacements.	
The architectural design of the final restoration needs 
to be evaluated from both a pre- and postsurgical stand-
point.	Implant-supported	restorations	require	a	decision	
on cementable and screw-retained restorations. Can 
we modify the design to create either approach? What 
materials do we use and what is the design? How do we 
bring the emergence to blend utilizing what we know 
from the perio-prosthodontic management of teeth? 
In-office digital CAD/CAM technology now creates the 
opportunity to manufacture customized solutions on a 
routine basis. Zirconia- and titanium-custom abutments 
and crowns can be fabricated to an extremely accurate 
fit, creating new and promising restorative options. Pre-
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vious cement-retained protocols can now be changed to 
allow a screw-retained restoration. An in-depth evalu-
ation of both OEM and third-party componentry along 
with some of the manufacturing limitations is critical. 
Ultimately, a close coordination with our dental labora-
tory technicians and partners is imperative.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
At the end of this course, clinicians will:
•	 understand	the	tooth-to-implant	change	or	evolu-

tion with a perio-prosthodontic perspective;
•	 understand	the	differences	in	postsurgical	implant	

prosthodontic treatment planning utilizing analog 
and digital dental laboratory modalities;

•	 be	 able	 to	 analyze	 in-office	 CAD/CAM	 restorative	
protocols and options for the restoration of anterior 
and posterior implant-supported prostheses;

•	 be	able	to	evaluate	the	advantages	and	limitations	of	
OEM versus third-party componentry in the fabrica-
tion of final restorations.

 Dr. Brisman received his D.M.D. from the University 
of Pennsylvania and his certificate in prosthodontics from 
New York University College of Dentistry. He is a past 
president of the Greater New York Academy of Prosth-
odontics, a Fellow of the American Academy of Esthetic 
Dentistry, and former director of advanced prosthodon-
tics and clinical associate professor of dental medicine at 
Touro College of Dental Medicine at New York Medical 
College, and assistant professor of postgraduate prosth-
odontics at NYU College of Dentistry. Dr. Brisman is the 
founder of Advanced Dentistry of Scarsdale and Chap-
paqua,	an	inter-disciplinary	group	dental	practice,	and	
On-the-Mark Dental Laboratory, a dental lab specializing 
in the integration of both digital and analog restorative 
design and fabrication. He lectures in prosthetic and 
implant dentistry internationally and maintains a private 
practice	in	Scarsdale	and	Chappaqua,	New	York.

DR. PHILIP KANG will present Myths and Reality 
of Lasers: An Unbiased Review of Different Wave-
lengths. Various dental laser wavelengths have emerged 
as adjunct tools to treat periodontitis and peri-implantitis. 
However, tremendous heterogeneity in treatment out-
comes and controversy still remain. Pertaining to peri-
implantitis treatment, even more conflicting data exists 
in both clinical and research settings. While the recent 
American Academy of Periodontology Best Evidence 
Consensus has demonstrated little benefit with the use of 
lasers, an increasing number of clinicians are employing 
laser therapy in their practices, and more practitioners are 
convinced with positive clinical outcomes. This presenta-
tion will highlight an unbiased review of various lasers, 

challenges associated with clinical research, currently 
available scientific evidence, and future directions.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
After this presentation, participants can be expected to:
•	 become	 familiar	 with	 commonly-used	 lasers	 in	

periodontics;
•	 develop	an	understanding	of	how	different	lasers	

work;
•	 understand	 the	 advantages	 and	 disadvantages	 of	

various lasers;
•	 understand	why	there	is	confusion	and	controversy	

among clinicians;
•	 appreciate	how	lasers	can	change	the	way	periodon-

tists treat patients;
•	 learn	future	directions.

 Dr. Kang currently serves as the director of post-
graduate periodontics at Columbia University College 
of Dental Medicine. In his private practice and at Co-
lumbia, he has been working with all different types of 
lasers and is also actively involved in clinical research on 
this topic. He is a Diplomate of the American Academy 
of Periodontology. Dr. Kang received his certificate in 
periodontics from the University of Pennsylvania, AEGD 
certificate from Harvard University, and his dental degree 
from the University of Michigan.

DR. JEFFREY GANELES will present Guided Surgery: 
All-On-Four. For implants in the esthetic zone, results 
are judged by pink and white esthetics, not just radio-
graphic evidence of crestal bone stability. They present 
significant challenges on many levels. What strategy is 
best? Timing of implant placement? Biomaterials? Best 
way to provisionalize? What is the expected result? This 
presentation will address some of these issues and pres-
ent some guidelines and evaluation criteria for clinical 
decision making for optimal results and maximum patient 
benefit. It will include a discussion of placement pro-
tocol, loading protocol, augmentation procedures and 
provisionalization options including long-term results.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
At the completion of this presentation, the participant 
should:
•	 be	able	to	differentiate	between	various	placement	

and loading protocols, with criteria and guidelines 
for selection;

•	 understand	hard	and	soft	tissue	requirements	for	
esthetic implants;

•	 have	guidelines	for	selection	of	regenerative	materi-
als for esthetic implants;
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 Toward that end, our programs 
are geared to improve your skills 
and your knowledge and place you 
in the position of a talented biologist 
who employs current concepts and 
saves teeth.  
 Our May 20, 2022 meeting will 
feature important information that 
surprisingly few understand and will 
be filled with a distillation of essen-
tial information from which you will 
surely benefit.
 Our October 7, 2022 meeting will feature Dr. Pier-
paolo Cortellini and his perspectives on saving teeth 
(IJPRD [2021], 486-496 & 636-645), during which you 
will realize that each of us can successfully and at a 
reasonable cost save teeth. Dr. Paul Rosen will help us 
treat those situations where we may have failed.
 I urge you to hear our outstanding speakers, enjoy 
and learn something new, confirm what you already 
know, support our organization, and help us to return 
periodontics to its rightful place at the top of the di-
agnosis and treatment planning pyramid, and to the 
esteemed place that we have enjoyed in our colleagues’ 
eyes and in our patients’ trust and perception. ■
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•	 be	 able	 to	 communicate	 timelines	 and	 treatment	
expectations to patients.

 Dr. Ganeles is a periodontist practicing with the 
South Florida Center for Periodontics & Implant Den-
tistry in Boca Raton, Florida. Currently, he serves as 
associate professor at Nova Southeastern University in 
Ft. Lauderdale and holds an appointment at Boston 
University Goldman School of Graduate Dentistry. He is 
a Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology, 
a Fellow of the American College of Dentists, a Fellow 
and member of the board of directors of the Academy 
of Osseointegration, and a Fellow of the International 
Team for Implantology (ITI). Previously, he was a con-
sultant and surgeon for several reality television shows 
for immediate implant loading and restoration for ABC 
“Extreme Makeover” and UK Channel 5 “Brand New 
You.” Dr. Ganeles is a graduate of Cornell University 
and received his DMD from Boston University Goldman 
School of Graduate Dentistry in 1983. He completed 
a General Practice Residency at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania, then received his certificate 
in periodontics from the University of Pennsylvania 

President’s Message

Roger Warren

My dear colleagues, I am so pleased that you have 
found the time to read my president’s message 

today. My motivation is the important — actually the 
essential — position that we, the periodontists, play in 
the dental health of the public. This is in spite of the 
fact that we represent only 3% of the dentists in the 
United States.
 The Northeastern Society of Periodontists and you 
play the main role in treating dental problems, treat-
ment planning, and saving teeth. You more senior 
members should remember the late Dr. John Prichard, 
an esteemed periodontist from Texas, who said, “Na-
ture intended teeth to last a lifetime [and] with proper 
home and professional care from early childhood there 
are few persons who cannot realize this expectation.” 
(Periodontics [1965] 3(1):32-37). So Dr. Prichard, who 
has spoken at the NESP and the AAP and has published 
extensively, has challenged us, the periodontists of the 
United States, with the knowledge and skills that we 
possess, to give the public what they want – to save their 
teeth in health, comfort, and function.  
 Today many teeth are removed by uninformed 
dentists who are unaware that teeth that may seem 
questionable	or	hopeless	can,	with	the	talent	and	skill	
of you who are reading this message, be saved. 

Disclaimer:
These presentations are intended for educational purposes only. The 
views and opinions expressed by the lecturers during the course of the 
lectures are their own and do not necessarily represent the views, opin-
ions, or positions of the NESP. The NESP does not endorse, or approve, 
and assumes no responsibility for, the content, accuracy, or completeness 
of the information presented.

ADA CERP Requirements
All speakers in this CE program have signed a document that states 
whether or not they have a financial relationship with any of our exhibi-
tors. Any such relationship with a commercial entity will be denoted in 
our publication under the description of their presentation.

College of Dental Medicine in 1987. He has authored 
more than 50 articles and chapters in textbooks and 
has participated in a number of clinical research proj-
ects looking at various aspects of implant dentistry, 
technology innovations in implant dentistry, and tissue 
regeneration.	 He	 is	 a	 frequent	 lecturer	 at	 local	 and	
international specialist meetings and serves as a peer 
review editor for numerous journals. He was a clinical 
consultant to Neocis, Inc., the first company to receive 
FDA approval for robotic dental implant surgery and is 
believed to have performed the first robotically-placed 
dental implant worldwide. ■
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Dental Implant Shortage During the Pandemic 

The pandemic has created all kinds of supply chain 
issues in the dental field. Most of us have experi-

enced this early on when masks and gloves were in 
limited supply. An email I received from a dental implant 
company before the end of last year stated in the subject 
line, “Stock up Now — Avoid Implant Shortages! Today 
supplies are readily available.” With the unknown emer-
gence of coronavirus variants, i.e., Beta, Gamma, Delta, 
and Omicron, periodontists need to be keenly aware of 
their current supplies.
 Some suggestions would be keeping a minimal two-
month supply of essential items at your office or home 
and maybe even considering a storage facility. These rec-
ommendations may sound dramatic, but without gloves, 
masks, eye shields, bone grafts, membranes, dental im-
plants, sutures, blades, or laser tips, most periodontal 
offices will not function. Moreover, infectious control 
supplies such as spray and wipe disinfectants and plastic 
barriers have proven hard to find. Other necessities as 
simple as sterile water/saline for your implant irrigation 
when unavailable can cause a real impairment to your 
practice. 
 Normally, the best time to find good deals on prod-
ucts	and	equipment	is	at	the	end	of	the	year	when	many	
companies want to show higher sales and reduce stock 
before their new products are introduced. This is when 
I usually make my purchases; however as spring arrives 
it might be a good time to evaluate cleaning up and 
cataloging your office along with restocking. I always 
find buying with bulk discounts a great investment, as 
long as you know you will use it.  Do not forget to ask 
your company rep for the expiration date of the batch 
they are shipping.  Several companies have sold me 
regenerative materials with under a 1-year shelf life. 

Message from the Editor

Stuart Segelnick

 When making your order list, 
keep in mind that disruptions in the 
supply chain during the pandemic 
can be caused by employees con-
tracting the virus and being unable 
to work. This has been responsible 
for numerous factory closures and 
airline and seafaring cancellations.  
Even urgent care facilities that can 
help care for sick workers have 
closed due to their own staffing is-
sues. Border and port closings may also have your stock 
saddled.  As inflation soars, don’t be surprised to see 
increased pricing across the board. An interesting idea 
I heard among my colleagues was starting a buyer’s 
club. This group of like-minded periodontists could 
leverage their group bargaining and spending power 
to purchase products at much lower rates. The NESP’s 
mission and bylaws do not allow for this; however, I’m 
sure while attending our meeting you’ll encounter many 
periodontists who find this idea intriguing. 
 Other hints to help staying open is to hire more 
employees. This may seem counterintuitive, but using 
the funds you may have received from the government’s 
PPP loans toward additional employees could keep your 
doors open longer. Additional staff can offset the effects 
of	 staff	 calling	 in	 sick	 and	 quarantining.	 Also	 having	
your employees always wearing respirator masks will 
preserve them in a low-risk category if exposed to the 
virus. One hard lesson I learned during holiday time was 
don’t party with your mask down! During our upcoming 
meeting please consider visiting our exhibitors virtually 
or physically. There is no doubt our exhibitors are pre-
pared to offer their best pricing to our members. Stay 
safe, well stocked, and never be caught in a pandemic 
with your practice down! ■

For updates and the 
latest information on NESP, 

visit our website at www.nesp.org.

Follow us on Facebook
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The NESP wishes to thank the sponsors of the spring
meeting for their financial support. All members

are urged to visit the exhibit booths and to acquire
the latest information on periodontal products.  

Platinum Sponsor 

Straumann USA

Exhibitors

From the Desk of the Executive Director
I am honored to serve as executive director of the 

Northeastern Society of Periodontists. I have enjoyed 
being part of this wonderful organization since my days 
as a postgraduate student. Each year I have looked 
forward to meeting friends and colleagues while learn-
ing the latest advances in periodontics at our full-day 
conferences.
 I wish to thank our outgoing executive director, Dr. 
David Kratenstein, who has been the driving force of 
the NESP, for his 32 years of exemplary service to this 
organization. His attention to details and commitment 
to this organization are unsurpassed. Thank you, Dave, 
for your guidance and friendship.
 We have two meetings scheduled for this year, May 
20,	and	October	7,	2022,	both	at	the	Marriott	Marquis	
in New York City. I wish to thank the president of the 
NESP, Dr. Roger Warren, and our program chair for 2022, 
Dr. Leonard Garfinkel, for two exciting meetings with 
world-class speakers. Thank you both for your hard work 
to create these terrific meetings.
 The cost of membership in the NESP, which includes 
both full-day conferences with lunch and several pub-
lications, is a phenomenal value. We appreciate your 
support of this great organization.
 In addition to our membership dues, the NESP is 

supported by our exhibitors. These 
companies continuously evaluate 
their participation at our meetings. 
Please be sure to visit our exhibitors. 
Moreover, please consider plac-
ing orders for supplies from these 
companies during the meetings. 
Companies that receive revenue 
through sales during our meetings 
are more likely to return the follow-
ing year. 
 This year we are introducing a new initiative for our 
platinum sponsors. Representatives from these compa-
nies will be giving a corporate forum-style “Lunch and 
Learn” presentation to tables of postgraduate students. 
We anticipate that these presentations will be beneficial 
to both the PG students and the companies. We con-
tinue to explore programs that will provide meaningful 
education to our attendees. 
 Our organization remains committed to the needs 
of our members. During the height of the pandemic, 
we	quickly	transitioned	to	virtual	meetings.	Last	fall	we	
held a hybrid meeting, with presentations in the morn-
ing and a webinar the following week. This year we are 
hoping to go back to our traditional onsite meetings, 
while staying aware of the climate regarding COVID. 
We will continue our goal of providing outstanding 
scientific presentations in the field of periodontics and 
implantology while being keenly aware of the needs of 
our members. ■

Jay Fishbein

New Members
The NESP welcomes the following new members:

Dr. Atalinder Bindra, Bound Brook, New Jersey
Dr. Nancy Nie-Shiuh Chang, 

West Hartford, Connecticut
Dr. Adam Goldberg, North Plainfield, New Jersey 

Dr. YongKun Kim, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania
Dr. Angela Kamer, New York, New York

Dr. Amendeep Paci,	Massapequa,	New	York
Dr. Leena Palomo, New York, New York

Dr. Ryan Price,	Massapequa	Park,	New	York
Dr. James Spivey, Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Dr. Kristy Soileau, New Orleans, Louisiana
Dr. Teresa Yang, West Orange, New Jersey

Ace Surgical           

Adin Implants                                    

Biolase 

Dentatus 

Desktop Health 

Dexis            

Fotona                                            

Geistlich Pharma 

Henry Schein One                             

Hiossen                                              

Lynch Biologics LLC   

Maxxeus

Millennium

Neoss

Nobel Biocare

Orapharma    

Salvin       

Snoasis   

Straumann USA                              

Sweden & Martina

Zeramax
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I first met Dr. Brian Chadroff at NYU while in the post-
graduate periodontal program. I gravitated toward 

Brian because of the passion and enthusiasm he had 
for teaching and for being a perfectionist. He truly was 
a tremendous periodontist and person.
 Just as he mentored me, he paved the path for many 
postgraduate students, enabling them to refine their surgi-
cal skills through the seminars he taught with such passion. 
He encouraged his students to follow in his footsteps, 
understanding the importance of being board certified.
 His contributions to the profession and to this society 
are numerous. As a past president of the Northeastern So-
ciety of Periodontists, he was a vocal leader who ensured 
our society members would be educated in the treatment 
of periodontal disease and dental implant therapy.
 In recognition of his accomplishments, the NESP 
honored him with the Isador Hirschfeld award, which is 
bestowed upon clinicians who have made contributions 
to the advancement of periodontology through dental 
research, dental education, and in the periodontal lit-
erature, and for outstanding service to the society. The 
Hirschfeld Award is only one of the many professional 
acknowledgements that he rightfully received throughout 
his career.

 To have known Brian is to have loved him. Those of 
you who knew Brian personally would agree that there 
were times he was not the easiest person to get along 
with. But when Brian voiced a disagreement, you knew 
that he loved you and wanted to bring out the best in 
you; and secondly, he wanted to get his way.
 His illness, unfortunately, deprived him of a full life. 
Brian fought hard from his initial prognosis of three 
months and wound up living an additional 28 months. He 
had a strong will for life and continued to work through 
his treatment until he physically was unable to do so. But 
what truly kept him alive for all those months was not the 
chemotherapy or the radiation treatment, but his family 
and friends. On occasions when he was well enough to 
speak, he would tell me how grateful he was to have the 
support of his immediate family and close friends.
 Well, my friend, you have just walked ahead of me, for 
this is a journey we all must take — a step on the road to 
home. Now you are at peace and free of pain, and I could 
not wish you back to suffer that again. God’s garden must 
be beautiful, and your presence has made it spectacular. 
We love you, we miss you, and we will never forget you. ■

Constantine G. Pavlakos, D.D.S.

Tribute to a Colleague, a Friend, a Mentor

Fall 2021 Meeting
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